
Planning for Differentiation
How To Capture the Interests of Your Distinct Audiences

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMxqEkg3wQ0
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Line Stepping

Step on the line if the 
statement applies to you.



Learning Goal

Today, I will write at least two 
differentiation strategies on my 
cue card sections 

So that I can try two strategies in 
my class(es) within the next two 
weeks

You’ll know I understand by 
telling a partner the two strategies 
I liked the most and explaining 
why during the last five minutes 
of this workshop



What is differentiation?

Differentiation is tailoring 
your instruction and teaching 
methods to meet the individual 
needs of your students

There is no concept of ‘one 
size fits all’

Students receive different 
methods of education and are 
given options to complete 
tasks



Discuss With a Partner...

Complete the handout with 
a partner to see what 
strategies you’re already 
using in class and compare 
them with those of others...

Don’t worry - chances are 
that you are already 
incorporating differentiation 
into your classes! 



Reach and Teach All Students!

When a teacher tries to teach 
something to the entire class 
at the same time, “chances 
are that one third of the kids 
already know it; one third 
will get it; and the remaining 
third won’t. So two-thirds of 
the children are wasting their 
time.” - Lillian Katz



Discuss With a Partner

Discuss a time where you 
tried teaching the 
curriculum using different 
methods for students 
during a class. 

Was it successful? Explain.
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Accessibility is Key! 



What Differentiation Isn’t...

Differentiation is NOT:

Grouping students based on 
abilities

Giving content in an identical 
manner

Expecting more from a ‘more 
advanced’ learner

Expecting less from a 
‘struggling’ learner



What to Avoid...



Differentiation IS...

Proactively planning for all 
students and their learning 
styles

Focused on higher quality 
learning

Student-centered

A mixture of whole-class, group 
and individual instruction

Responsive teaching instead of 
‘one size fits all’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOPe_cJ67No
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Agree/Disagree

Use your Agree/Disagree 
plates to show your opinion 
about the statements that are 
said.



Planning for Differentiation

You must plan according to: 

Learning styles and skill 
levels

Language proficiency

Background experiences

Interests and motivation

Social and emotional 
development



Why Learning Accessibility is 
Vital...

Students need the chance to 
show they understand in a 
way that works best for them

Teachers must facilitate 
learning as all students have 
a unique way of learning

Remember, there is never a 
single method of 
accomplishing something 



In Groups of 2-3...

Build the tallest tower using 
only the straws and tape 
that were provided to your 
group. 



Ideas for Differentiated 
Instruction

Create a Learning Assessment 
Profile (LAP) for each of your 
students

Vary the pace and method of 
instruction (visual, auditory, 
reading/writing, kinaesthetic, 
etc.)

Create independent study 
opportunities with alternative 
assignments



Ideas for Differentiated 
Instruction

Use varied texts and 
organizers

Create learning centers with 
small group instruction

Tier activities with moderate 
challenges and extensions

Use problem-based learning

Use project-based learning 
with cooperative or 
independent tasks



Assessment and Evaluation 
Strategies



Agree/Disagree

I have attempted to 
differentiate lessons for 
my students.



Words to Teach and Live By...

If children do not learn 
the way we teach them, 
then we must teach them 
the way they learn!



Why should we differentiate 
instruction?

It allows teachers to respond to 
individual student differences

It is less stressful for the 
students to perform

It can develop learner 
autonomy

It enables students to 
experience success which 
lowers student and teacher 
frustration levels

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr1lLrzy_eI
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Line Stepping

Step on the line if the 
statement applies to you.



Closing Remarks - Learning 
Goal Recap

Take 5 minutes to identify two 
differentiation strategies you will 
use within two weeks in your 
class(es)

Write these strategies on your 
cue card sections in your duo-
tang

Discuss with a partner why you 
selected these two strategies and 
how you might implement them 
in class


